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Company from Lancaster.1 But the master was ' an honest and a
good man, and loved the generall well and was loth to leave him
in so great distresse'. So next morning, when Lancaster looked
over the heavingwaste of waters, he saw in the distance the Hector,
still hovering round him like a faithful dog. * These men regard
no commission', he growled; yet he made no attempt to enforce
his order, and soon the weather mended and a new rudder was
fixed. A course was now laid for St Helena, and on 16 June that
island was reached and a welcome respite was obtained.
After resting his men and taking in such provisions as were
available, Lancaster sailed again on 5 July. The rest of the
voyage was comparatively uneventful, and the two ships dropped
anchor in the Downs on n September 1603. The Ascension had
got home in the previous May, and the Susan had also arrived
in safety. The return of all four ships, with good cargoes, and
the news that a factory had been established in the Far East to
carry on the trade, gave legitimate cause for satisfaction, and we
may feel assured that the returned wanderers received a warm
welcome, not only from the East India Company but also from
Londoners in general.
They found at least one great change in the England they had
left in 1601. The great Tudor queen was dead, and Scottish
James sat upon her throne. Lancaster was accorded an inter-
view with the new monarch at Winchester on 2 October 1603,
when the honour of knighthood was conferred upon him, in
recognition of his services to the nation (Shaw's Knights of
England, vol. n, p. 129). Presumably on that occasion he pre-
sented to James the letters and presents he had brought from
Achin and Bantam.
In his conferences with the Company, Lancaster doubtless
urged the early despatch of a fresh fleet to follow up what
had been achieved. But the position was difficult. The money
1 It is interesting to note that Lancaster concluded his letter with the
statement that 'the passage to the East-India lieth in 62 J degrees by the
north-west on the America side'. This piece of information, passed on to his
employers as a parting gift, may have been derived from the same source as
the statement as to the Portuguese explorations on the coast of China (p. 21).
The striking thing about it is that the latitude indicated approximates to that
of the Bering Strait, and so the statement was fairly accurate.